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|rcc@ivad 2 teletype message

for the HALBERSTADY Pollce Ofiice from Robert SIEJERT, Minis-
ter of the Interior of Saxony-Anhelt, direeting that all
invalid ballots bo counted as "yeos" votes, in the efterncon
of 15 May 194%.

All the voting offieers of the eight pelling places of
ZERERNICK were Germen Soclelist Unity Party (SED) mombers.
Counting of the ballots started om 15 and 16 May 19049, short-
ly after 8 p.m, and, roturnsg were availsble 2% soms polling
gbations at 8330 p.m. They shovad e smail majority §§g the
Wos." (On the two days about 50 percent of the void /No®,
10 porcent invalld end 40 percent "Yes®)., The SED burgo-
magter and & member of the SED Informetion Service appeared
at the polling stations on beth days between 8:30 and L1 Do,
On the Tirst election day they brought with them so-called
Tnew directivea® for the counbing of vallois, and on both
daye enforced thelr execubion. Kecords of the returns were
ddstroyed in those polling statiens 2a which thoe ballots had
already been counted, and couwnting was regsumed in accordances
with the new dirsctives vhich provided thet each imvalld
ballot was to be regarded as a “yes® vote. Only thosa bale
lots on which the cross was marked oxaetly in the center of
the "No" cirels were nccenbed. ALL obthor "Ho® ballots wers
counted as “yes® vobtes. Incldente cosurred in soms polliny
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gtaticns vhen the directives were snnbounced, even Some cone
Tirmed SEDL members refusing the carry oud these dirsctives.
The burromestor and the aembzr of the SED Inforamstlon Service
thersupon 3tarted to count the vobes thomselves. They
intimicdated and threatened the presiding officers and forced
themn to sign the pelling records. Sixteen perdent of the
ZEPERNICY votes were thus converbtet into "Ves" voites., Sixgye
six percent of the faked returns were "Yes™ wvotes.

Lbout 30 percent of the true "Yes®™ votes were counted in
FALKENSEL. 7The presiding elecforal officer, an SEL mexber,
hed all improperly marked Ballcts counted as "Ye=" vobtes and
all Impropsrly marked "No" votes couwnted as inwalid. WLhen
the other members of the electlon comnittse objected to

this procedure, the presidine officer declared thet he acted
on crders of .Jinister of the interior BECHLER.
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